


1. (Amended) A system comprising: 



a bus; and 

a plurality of agents coupled to said bus, each of the plurality of agents configured 
to arbitrate for said bifcs, and wherein a predetermined first agent of said 
plurality of agents is aViefault winner of an arbitration if none of said 
plurality of agents arbitrates for said bus during said arbitration, wherein 
said first agent is an equal arbitration participant with other ones of said 
plurality of agents in an Arbitration scheme implemented by the system. 

\^ ^mended) The system as recited in claim l^urther comprising one or more arbiters 
configured to perform said arbitration, wherem said one or more arbiters are configured 
to maintain a state indicative of an arbitration priority of said plurality of agents, and 
wherein an agent winning an arbitrations changed to lowest priority in said arbitration 
priority. 



(Amended) An arbiter for a bus comprising: 



a first circuit coupled to receive a plurality of request signals, each of said 
plurality of request signals corresponding to a respective agent of a 
plurality of agents coupled tor said bus and indicative of whether or not 
said respective agent is arbitrating for said bus, wherein said first circuit is 
configured to grant use off said bus to a first agent if none of said plurality 
of agents is arbitratim/for said bus, said first agent predetermined to be 
granted use of said Jdus if none of said plurality of agents is arbitrating for 
said bus, whereir/said first agent is an equal arbitration participant with 
other ones of said plurality of agents in an arbitration scheme implemented 
by said plurality of agents. 



Amended) The arbiter as recited vn claim 10 further comprising a second circuit 







configured to determine if said first afi^ht wins an arbitration for said bus if at least one of 
said plurality of agents is arbitrating for said bus, and wherein said second circuit is 
configured to determine if saic^nrst agent wins said arbitration according to said 
arbitration scheme. 



(Amended) A method comprising: 

granting use of a bus to a first agent of a plurality of agents responsive to none of 
said plurality of agents arbitrating fior said bus, said first agent 
predetermined to be granted use m said bus if none of said plurality of 
agents is arbitrating for said bu/, wherein said first agent is an equal 
arbitration participant with otner ones of said plurality of agents in an 
arbitration scheme implemented by said plurality of agents. 



Amended) The method as recitedrin claim^l further comprising determining a 
winner of an arbitration according la said arbitration scheme. 

23. (Amended) The method as recited in^laim 22 wherein said arbitration scheme 
includes maintaining a priority for each jbf said plurality of agents, and wherein said 
winner is made lowest priority, the method further comprising making said first agent 
lowest priority responsive to said fir/t agent using said bus in response to said granting. 




24. (New) A carrier medium comprising a database which is operated upon by a program 
executable on a computer system, the program operating on the database to perform a 
portion of a process to fabricate an integrated circuit including circuitry described by the 
database, the circuitry deserved in the database including a system comprising: 

a bus; and 



a plurality of agents coupled to said bus, each of the plurality of agents configured 
to arbitrate for said bus, and wherein a predetermined first agent of said 
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plurality of agents is a default winner oyan arbitration if none of said 
plurality of agents arbitrates for said bids during said arbitration, wherein 
said first agent is an equal arbitration/participant with other ones of said 
plurality of agents in an arbitration/scheme implemented by the system. 

25. (New) The carrier medium as recited in c\Am 24 wherein said first agent is said 
default winner independent of which of said plurality of agents was last to use said bus. 

26. (New) The carrier medium as recited/in claim 24 wherein said bus is a split 
transaction bus including an address bu/ and a data bus, and wherein said first agent is 
said default winner of said data bus responsive to none of said plurality of agents 
arbitrating for said data bus. / 

27. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 24 wherein said first agent is 
configured to use said bus responsive to being said default winner only if said first agent 
has information to transfer on/said bus. 

28. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 24 further comprising one or more 
arbiters configured to perform said arbitration, wherein said one or more arbiters are 
configured to maintain a state indicative of an arbitration priority of said plurality of 
agents, and wherein air agent winning an arbitration is changed to lowest priority in said 
arbitration priority. / 

29. (New) The earner medium as recited in claim 28 wherein said first agent is changed 
to said lowest priority responsive to using said bus as said default winner. 

30. (New) A carrier medium comprising a database which is operated upon by a program 
executable on a computer system, the program operating on the database to perform a 
portion of ai>rocess to fabricate an integrated circuit including circuitry described by the 
database, tne circuitry described in the database including an arbiter for a bus, the arbiter 
comprising: 
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a first circuit coupled to receive a plurality of request signals, each of said 
plurality of request signals corresponding to a respective agent of a 
plurality of agents coupled to said bus and indicative of whether or not 
said respective agent is arbitrating/for said bus, wherein said first circuit is 
configured to grant use of said bus to a first agent if none of said plurality 
of agents is arbitrating for said/bus, said first agent predetermined to be 
granted use of said bus if no/e of said plurality of agents is arbitrating for 
said bus, wherein said firstAgent is an equal arbitration participant with 
other ones of said pluraliw of agents in an arbitration scheme implemented 
by said plurality of agents. 

31. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 30 wherein said first circuit is 
configured to grant use of said bu/to said first agent independent of which of said 
plurality of agents was last to usi said bus. 

32. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 30 wherein said bus is a split 
transaction bus including an/address bus and a data bus, and wherein said first agent is 
granted use of said data bus responsive to none of said plurality of agents arbitrating for 
said data bus. / 

33. (New) The came/ medium as recited in claim 30 further comprising a storage 
configured to store an indication of the relative priority of said other ones of said plurality 
of agents to said fir/t agent, and wherein a winner of said arbitration is updated to lowest 
priority. / 

34. (New) The/carrier medium as recited in claim 33 wherein said first agent is indicated 
as said lowestmriority responsive to using said bus in response to being granted said bus 
if none of said plurality of agents is arbitrating. 
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